In 100 U.S. Cities Activists Demand: "Hands Off Iran!"

By Monica Moorehead, Workers World
“No War on Iran” was a slogan and chant that resonated across the U.S. on the weekend of Aug. 1-2 as emergency marches, rallies, vigils, teach-ins, honk-for-peace picketlines and leaflet distributions were held to protest U.S.-Israeli war threats against Iran. Under the leadership of the Stop War on Iran campaign, anti-war activists in 100 cities voiced their opposition boldly in the streets despite the short notice in which the initial call was made, the difficulty of organizing during the summer and the sometimes paralyzing effects on organizing during a presidential election. No matter how modest the numerical turnout of the protests, activists were excited to be part of nationally coordinated actions to help bring a broader awareness of the devastating impact that another U.S.-orchestrated war of aggression will mean for the people in the Middle East region as well as for the U.S. population, which faces a growing avalanche of foreclosures, evictions, massive unemployment, high gas and food prices, and more. Besides bringing attention to the real threat of a military strike against the sovereign country of Iran, activists also raised the new round of economic sanctions against Iran, which is another form of war. Activists connected Iran to the wars and occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan, which have cost hundreds of billions of dollars and maimed and killed an untold number of civilians and soldiers. New York CitY . An estimated 700 to 1,000 activists refused to allow two torrential thunderstorms to dampen their spirits and determination to rally in Times Square and then take to the streets Aug. 2. Thousands more who were passing by stopped to listen to speeches, chants and songs that connected the wars abroad with the wars at home against the workers, the poor and the oppressed. Joyce Chediac, a Lebanese-American activist and journalist, and LeiLani Dowell, a FIST (Fight Imperialism, Stand Together) organizer, chaired the rally. Larry Holmes, a leader of the Troops Out Now Coalition, spoke on the imperialist nature of U.S. wars and why it is in the interest of the people in the U.S. to support self-determination, not the U.S. government. Kazem Azin, a long-time Iranian activist, told the crowd that the Iranian people will continue to defend their homeland against U.S. and Israeli aggression. Former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark urged the crowd to keep organizing and resisting wars. Other rally participants represented the American Iranian Friendship Committee, Malcolm X Grassroots Movement, Million Worker March Movement, New York 
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